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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Applicant's "Amendment" filed on June 24, 2004 has been considered with the 
following effect. 

Applicant's response by virtue of amendment to claims 1-20 has overcome the 
Examiner's rejection of such claims under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12 second paragraph. 

Claims 1-4 and 6-19 are amended. New claim 21 is added. Claims 1-21 remain 
pending in this application. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-21 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 6,167,383 to Henson in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,052,669 to Smith et al. 

Regarding claims 1 and 6, Henson discloses a method and system comprising: 
• a manufacturer server pre-storing interior specifications of respective product 
parts to be selected by the customer (see at least col. 4, lines 36-52; col. 5, lines 
29-54; col. 6, lines 5-43; col. 7, lines 39-56; Figures 3-6) 
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• at the customer terminal displaying a first menu containing specification showing 
the respective candidates custom-made products; selecting a candidate of the 
specification from the first menu on the display section, the selecting being 
performed by the customer; and displaying a second menu containing interior 
specifications of specific interior parts of different categories of interior parts, 
where the specific interior parts of the different categories corresponding 
specifically to the selected candidate customer-made product of the 
specifications, where the interior specifications are displayed for selection by the 
customer, upon receipt from the manufacturer server (see at least col. 4, lines 
53-66; col. 5, line 66 - col. 6, line 6; col. 6, lines 18-43; Figures 3-6). 
However, Henson does not disclose the appearance specifications 
corresponding to respective different exterior product parts, each appearance 
specification of a given exterior product part includes an appearance specification 
image. Henson discloses a customer with the ability to go to the product information for 
the particular product, customize the product, price-customized product, purchased the 
product and other actions (col. 4, lines 43-47). Furthermore, Henson discloses the view 
module which includes an all option configurator view (col. 9, lines 8-12). Smith, on the 
other hand, teaches the appearance specifications (see at least col. 9, lines 12-28; col. 
9, lines 44-47; col. 9, lines 58-64; col. 10, lines 19-35; Figures 5-10). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the method and system of Henson, to include 
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the appearance specification, as taught by Smith, in order for a customer to obtain a 
realistic display of the configuration (Smith col. 4, lines 18-20). 

Regarding claims 2-3, 7-8, 11-12, and 15, Henson discloses the second menu 
contains the kinds of the interior specification and all the candidates for each kind; 
delivery information about an estimated delivery term for every candidate is displayed; 
and confirmation page; and the custom-made product is a personal computer (see at 
least Figures 3-6; Figures 9-10; col. 4, lines 53-56; col. 6, line31-43; col. 7, lines 13-21; 
col. 7, lines 39-56; col. 7, line 57-col. 8, line 6; col. 8, line 56 - col. 9, line 25). 

Regarding claims 4-5, 9, and 13, Henson substantially discloses the claimed 
invention, specifically the confirmation page and the custom-made product is a personal 
computer (see at least col. 4, lines 53-56; col. 5, lines 1-2; col. 7, lines 57-61; col. 7, line 
66 - col. 8, line 6; col. 8, lines 34-50). 

However, Henson does not disclose the appearance specifications. Henson 
discloses a customer with the ability to go to the product information for the particular 
product, customize the product, price-customized product, purchased the product and 
other actions (col. 4, lines 43-47). Furthermore, Henson discloses the view module 
which includes an all option configurator view (col. 9, lines 8-12). Smith, on the other 
hand, teaches the appearance specifications (see at least col. 9, lines 12-28; col. 9, 
lines 44-47; col. 9, lines 58-64; col. 10, lines 19-35; Figures 5-10). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the method and system of Henson, to include 
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the appearance specification, as taught by Smith, in order for a customer to obtain a 
realistic display of the configuration (Smith col. 4, lines 18-20). 

Regarding claim 10, Henson discloses a manufacture server has a database 
which stores information of a prospective custom-made product which includes a 
plurality of candidates for forthcoming selection by the customer, the database also 
previously storing interior applications information; the manufacturer server reads out 
from the database a plurality of kinds of candidates; and the manufacturer server reads 
out the interior specifications information from the database which information 
corresponding to the selected candidate of the appearance specifications, and transmit 
the read-out interior specifications information, which includes a plurality of candidates, 
to the customer for displaying as a second menu so that the customer can select. (See 
at least col. 4, lines 36-52; col. 5, lines 29-54; col. 6, lines 5-43; col. 7, lines 39-56; 
Figures 3-6) 

However, Henson does not disclose the appearance specifications. Henson 
discloses a customer with the ability to go to the product information for the particular 
product, customize the product, price-customized product, purchased the product and 
other actions (col. 4, lines 43-47). Furthermore, Henson discloses the view module 
which includes an all option configurator view (col. 9, lines 8-12). Smith, on the other 
hand, teaches the appearance specifications (see at least col. 9, lines 12-28; col. 9, 
lines 44-47; col. 9, lines 58-64; col. 10, lines 19-35; Figures 5-10). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the server of Henson, to include the 
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appearance specification, as taught by Smith, in order for a customer to obtain a 
realistic display of the configuration (Smith col. 4, lines 18-20). 

Regarding claim 14, Henson discloses a customer terminal comprising a display 
section for displaying various kinds of information; the display section displays a first 
menu containing information of a prospective custom-made product for specifications 
which are to be reflected on the prospective custom-made product and have a plurality 
of candidates; and the display section displays a second menu containing interior 
specification information about the prospective custom-made product. (See at least col. 
4, lines 53-66; col. 5, line 66 - col. 6, line 6; col. 6, lines 18-43; Figures 3-6) 

However, Henson does not disclose the appearance specifications. Henson 
discloses a customer with the ability to go to the product information for the particular 
product, customize the product, price-customized product, purchased the product and 
other actions (col. 4, lines 43-47). Furthermore, Henson discloses the view module 
which includes an all option configurator view (col. 9, lines 8-12). Smith, on the other 
hand, teaches the appearance specifications (see at least col. 9, lines 12-28; col. 9, 
lines 44-47; col. 9, lines 58-64; col. 10, lines 19-35; Figures 5-10). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the server of Henson, to include the 
appearance specification, as taught by Smith, in order for a customer to obtain a 
realistic display of the configuration (Smith col. 4, lines 18-20). 

Regarding claims 16-20, Henson substantially discloses the claimed invention. 
However, Henson does not disclose the appearance specifications. Henson discloses a 
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customer with the ability to go to the product information for the particular product, 
customize the product, price-customized product, purchased the product and other 
actions (col. 4, lines 43-47). Furthermore, Henson discloses the view module which 
includes an all option configurator view (col. 9, lines 8-12). Smith, on the other hand, 
teaches the appearance specifications (see at least col. 9, lines 12-28; col. 9, lines 44- 
47; col. 9, lines 58-64; col. 10, lines 19-35; Figures 5-10). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the method of Henson, to include the 
appearance specification, as taught by Smith, in order for a customer to obtain a 
realistic display of the configuration (Smith col. 4, lines 18-20). 

Regarding claim 21, Henson discloses a method of allowing a customer to 
customize a custom-made product, the method comprising: receiving an initial menu 
from a manufacturer server and displaying the initial menu at a customer apparatus; 
allowing the customer to select a computer system from the initial menu; and in 
response to the selecting, receiving, from the manufacturer server, at the customer 
apparatus, a second menu where the second menu allows the customer to specify 
various computer parts from among candidate computer parts of different computer part 
categories, where there specified various computer parts are specified as computer 
parts for customizing a custom-made computer having a same body form type and a 
same display of the previously selected computer system, and where the candidate 
parts to be selected from among are a set of parts specific to the type of body of the 
custom-made computer, where different computer body form types have different sets 
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fo candidate computer parts that are specific to such body form type (see at least 
summary; col. 4, lines 26-54; col. 5, lines 29-54; col. 6, lines 5-43; col. 7, lines 39-56; 
col. 5, line 66 - col. 6, line 6; Figures 3-6). 

However, Henson does not disclose the images. Henson discloses a customer 
with the ability to go to the product information for the particular product, customize the 
product, price-customized product, purchased the product and other actions (col. 4, 
lines 43-47). Furthermore, Henson discloses the view module which includes an all 
option configurator view (col. 9, lines 8-12). Smith, on the other hand, teaches the 
images (see at least col. 9, lines 12-28; col. 9, lines 44-47; col. 9, lines 58-64; col. 10, 
lines 19-35; Figures 5-10). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the method of Henson, to include the images, 
as taught by Smith, in order for a customer to obtain a realistic display of the 
configuration (Smith col. 4, lines 18-20). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,515,524 to Lynch et al. discloses a method and apparatus for 
configuring systems such that a system may be configured based on component or 
resource requests or input in the form of need. 
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Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP * 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marissa Thein whose telephone number is 703-305- 
5246. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Olszewski can be reached on 703-308-5183. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 09/760,888 



Page 10 



Art Unit: 3627 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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